
 

 

13 January 2011 

 

Dear Fellow Members of the Board, 

 

Let me start by wishing all of you a very Happy New Year. We certainly ended 2010 on 

the best possible note with a successful International Scientific Conference in Dubai. We 

had over 1,400 attendees with 71 countries represented and 55 versatile faculty 

members, who amongst them covered 142 sessions. The Conference will also fulfill the 

Board’s mandate on minimum net profit for WAO (more on that later). What a 

wonderful outcome for this inaugural conference. 

 

All of this was the result of the dedication and hard work of many people working 

individually and as a team. Both the Local Organizing and the Regional Advisory 

Committees were critical to the success of the Conference. Ruby Pawankar, Organizing 

Chair; Yehia El-Gamal, Regional Advisor; Walter Canonica, Executive Chair of the 

Scientific Committee; with Co-Chairs Eric Bateman, Stephen Holgate and Robert 

Lemanske, and all of the experts on their committees, are to be commended for their 

outstanding efforts from start to finish. A full list of these dedicated volunteer 

organizers is available at: 

http://www.worldallergy.org/2010dubai/conference/organizing_committees.php.  

 

The support and participation of WAO Board Members shows how effective WAO is in 

providing education and training opportunities to physicians worldwide and supporting 

the efforts of allergists/immunologists in improving patient care. Everything from 

planning and promotion to delivering a fantastic first-of-its-kind scientific program on 

asthma and its co-morbidities was done with professionalism. Together, we contributed 

to the knowledge base on asthma and allergic diseases worldwide. All of you should be 

very proud. 

 

As you know, the Board approved and supported the concept of introducing an 

international scientific meeting in non-Congress years for two reasons: one, to have 

strong programmatic outreach in different parts of the world so that WAO continues to 

advance its mission as a global federation; and two, to explore another source of 

revenue.  

 

We have made an encouraging start in Dubai and need to think long-term and 

strategically, to develop and strengthen this new program for WAO. It is with this in 

mind that we are approaching the 2
nd

 WISC to be held in India in 2012. The work has 



already begun and Ruby, with a staff member, will make site visits in the second week of 

February. Visits will be made to Mumbai, New Delhi and Hyderabad. We will be 

presenting a report to you on this visit during the Board meeting at AAAAI. 

 

I want to also thank each one of you for the two very productive hours spent at the 

Board of Directors meeting in Dubai. In a brief time, we were able to cover a lot of 

information, including: reviewing and approving the WAO 2011 budget, discussing and 

finalizing the Nominating Committee constituents,  as well as reviewing ongoing and 

upcoming tasks.  

 

Not only did WAO end 2010 on a strong note, it also began 2011 with 

a celebration. The Queen’s New Year’s Honour List included 

recognition of Stephen Holgate for his service to clinical science, 

appointing him Commander of the Order of the British Empire (CBE). 

We congratulate Stephen on this prestigious, well deserved award. 

For more details, please read the press release online at the 

University of Southampton: 

http://www.soton.ac.uk/mediacentre/news/2010/dec/10_145.shtml. 

 

Thank you for an excellent 2010 and here’s to an even more successful year for WAO 

in 2011! 

 

Thanks and all the best, Dick 


